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We too, we are migrants  
 

Additional texts for reflection 

 

 

Pope Francis: « Laudato Si » n°25 

 “There has been a tragic rise in the number of migrants seeking to flee from the growing 
poverty caused by environmental degradation. They are not recognized by international 
conventions as refugees; they bear the loss of the lives they have left behind, without 
enjoying any legal protection whatsoever. Sadly, there is widespread indifference to such 
suffering, which is even now taking place throughout our world. Our lack of response to 
these tragedies involving our brothers and sisters points to the loss of that sense of 
responsibility for our fellow men and women upon which all civil society is founded.” 

Africae Munus n° 84   

« Millions of migrants, displaced persons and refugees are searching for a homeland and a 
peaceful country in Africa or elsewhere. The scale of this movement, which affects every 
country, reveals the hidden magnitude of the different types of poverty produced by 
deficiencies in public administration. Thousands of people have tried and continue trying to 
cross deserts and seas, searching for an oasis of peace and prosperity, better education and 
greater freedom.  

Unfortunately, many refugees and displaced persons encounter all kinds of violence and 
exploitation, even prison, and all too often, death. Some states have responded to this 
dramatic situation with repressive legislation. The precarious situation of these poor people 
should awaken everyone’s compassion and generous solidarity; yet it often gives rise to fear 
and anxiety. 

Many regard migrants as a burden and view them with suspicion, seeing them only as a 
source of danger, insecurity and threat. This perception provokes reactions of intolerance, 
xenophobia and racism. As a result, these migrants are forced, through the precariousness of 
their situation, to do low-paid work that is often illegal, humiliating or degrading. The human 
conscience can only respond with indignation to these situations. Migration inside and 
outside the continent thus becomes a complex drama which seriously affects Africa’s human 
capital, leading to the destabilization or destruction of families.” 

Bishops of France: ``New Lifestyles? The appeal of Laudato Si``, p. 108 

 “Maintaining undocumented migrants in illegal situations, without documents, increases 
their vulnerability, prevents them from gaining access to employment and housing and 
promotes seeking illegal work (on the black market); as well as the development of 
smuggling networks and crime. It is preferable in all respects that migration be safe and 
orderly.” 



2 

 

Letter to Diognetus (Dio VII, 1-6) 

(In this text, written to Diognetus by an unknown author, probably in the second century, we 
discover from the beginning, the faith of Christians in the wonder of ‘God made man’ out of 
love for humanity.) 

 “The Creator of all things, and invisible, has sent from heaven, and placed among men, [Him 
who is] the truth, and the holy and incomprehensible Word, and has firmly established Him 
in their hearts.  

He did not, as one might have imagined, send to men any servant, or angel, or ruler, or any 
one of those who bear sway over earthly things, or one of those to whom the government of 
things in the heavens has been entrusted, but the very Creator and Fashioner of all things.  

It is by Him He made the heavens--by whom he enclosed the sea within its proper bounds--
whose ordinances all the stars faithfully observe--from whom the sun has received the 
measure of his daily course to be observed--whom the moon obeys, being commanded to 
shine in the night, and whom the stars also obey, following the moon in her course; by whom 
all things have been arranged, and placed within their proper limits, and to whom all are 
subject--the heavens and the things that are therein, the earth and the things that are 
therein, the sea and the things that are therein--fire, air, and the abyss--the things which are 
in the heights, the things which are in the depths, and the things which lie between. This 
[messenger] He sent to them.  

Was it then, as one might conceive, for the purpose of exercising tyranny, or of inspiring fear 
and terror? By no means, but under the influence of clemency and meekness. As a king sends 
his son, who is also a king, so sent He Him; as God He sent Him; as to men He sent Him; as a 
Saviour He sent Him, and as seeking to persuade, not to compel us; for violence has no place 
in the character of God.  

As calling us He sent Him, not as vengefully pursuing us; as loving us He sent Him, not as 
judging us.  

For He will yet send Him to judge us, and who shall endure His appearing?” 

 


